
"Cinema is the evening class for discriminating adults."--Ousmane Sembene

The Evening Class

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012

SVFF: SODA SPRINGS (2012)—The Evening Class Interview With Jay
Pickett

With the inaugural Sun Valley Film Festival (SVFF)
less than a week away, Festival Director Sabina Dana
Plasse has announced the festival's full schedule.
Included among SVFF's slate of dramatic features is
Soda Springs (2012), co-produced, co-written and
starring Idaho native Jay Pickett, whose handsome
performance as prodigal son Eden centers the film.
Soda Springs is solidly directed by Michael Feifer and
sports Jeffrey D. Smith's accomplished
cinematography of Idaho's beloved sagebrush desert
country. There isn't a single dishonest note in any of
the film's performances, including a heartbreaking
appearance by veteran actor Tom Skerritt as Eden's
father. A classic narrative about fathers and sons,
mentors, and guiding spirits, Soda Springs speaks to
classic—nearly mythic—themes of sacrifice and
redemption and is sure to be a crowd pleaser at its
Lantern 1 screening on Saturday, March 17, 1:45PM.

Pickett will be in attendance to Q&A with his audience.

Actor / screenwriter Jay Pickett grew up on a ranch in
Caldwell, Idaho in a close-knit family with four siblings.
Sports and rodeo took up the majority of his time
during his youth, even as he felt a pull in another
direction. A graduate of Caldwell's Vallivue High
School, Pickett pursued a Theatre Arts degree from
Boise State and then headed south to Los Angeles
where he earned a Masters of Fine Arts Degree from
UCLA.

He has guest starred in numerous television shows
including China Beach, Matlock, Perry Mason and a
two year contract on Days of our Lives. In 1997, Jay
originated the role of Frank Scanlon on the ABC
Drama, Port Charles. He played the character for the
entire 6½ years that the show was on the air. Most
recently Jay has appeared on Desperate
Housewives, Saving Grace and Dexter. Along with
producing, starring and co-writing the feature film Soda
Springs, he also had leading roles in the feature films Abandoned (2010) and the soon to be
released, The Perfect Student (2012). He Lives in Woodland Hills, California with his wife Elena
and their three beautiful children Maegan, Michaela and Tyler.[This conversation is not for the
spoiler-wary!]

Michael Guillen

View my complete profile
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* * *

Michael Guillén: Let's talk about your origins in
Caldwell, Idaho before we launch into discussing
your return to Idaho to accompany Soda Springs to
the inaugural Sun Valley Film Festival. It's my
understanding that your ease with horsemanship
in Soda Springs came about from a background in
ranching and rodeo work?

Jay Pickett: Yeah, that's right. I basically grew up on a
ranch and started riding horses at an early age,
probably two or three. I started competing in rodeos
when I was seven or eight years old. All my brothers
and sisters competed. I went through the ranks of the
junior rodeos, high school rodeos, and college rodeos,
on into amateur professional rodeos. So, yeah, I have

a long background around horses.

Guillén: And yet you began to want more than a ranching life in Caldwell? What drove you to
veer away towards acting?

Pickett: I always felt a pull in another direction, even
though it was hard to define back then. I remember
watching John Wayne in The Cowboys (1972) where
he had this crew of kids on horseback. I can't
remember the movie that well, but I do remember at
the time I thought, "That would be the coolest thing in
the world to be able to do something like that." So I
was really young when I already felt that pull towards
acting and performance, but it was something I couldn't
really nail down. I took some theater classes in high
school where I started playing around with it; but it
wasn't until I went to college at Boise State that I
began to think about it seriously. I had one professor
Fred Norman who was a mentor and he helped me
make the decision. He said, "If you really like this, you
should commit to it because you're good at it." So I did
that. I changed my major and pulled my focus away
from rodeo and football and made acting my primary
thing. I never looked back after that.

Guillén: And you've done quite well over the years. You've done a respectable amount of TV
work, even in series I'd seen you in without yet knowing who you were.

Pickett: Really?

Guillén: Yeah, like in Desperate Housewives (where you roughed up Orson). It's always
interesting to me when an actor blips on my radar and I look back and realize how they've
shaped their careers. Soda Springs is definitely, however, the vehicle that brought you to my
attention and which, I imagine, will bring you to the attention of others.

Pickett: I sincerely hope so, Michael. That's been the plan. Briefly, I went to UCLA and I was pretty
lucky early on. I started working shortly after I graduated with my Masters degree. I spent a long
time on soap operas but I felt that they weren't going to get me where I needed to go. I knew I had to
find another way to promote myself and to get myself out there. I thought the best way to do that
would be to tell my own stories and so that started me down the path of making my own movie.

McElwee)

Illusion Travels By Streetcar (Tom Sutpen)

Invisible Cinema (Jennifer McMillan)

Dave Kehr

Landscape Suicide (Matthew Flanagan)

Lessons From the School of Inattention
(Francis "Oggs" Cruz)

Lilok Pelikula (Richard Bolisay)

Listening Ear, The (Weeping Sam)

Melbourne Film Blog (Paul Martin)

One Way Street (Alan K. Rode)

Piling Piling Pelikula (Dodo Dayao)

Richard Gibson

Rundown, The (James Rocchi)

Scribbles and Ramblings (Sachin G.)

Self-Styled Siren (Campaspe)

Sergio Leone & The Infield Fly Rule
(Dennis Cozzalio)

Some Came Running (Glenn Kenny)

Strictly Film School (Acquarello)

Toby Miller

Bright Lights Film Journal

Cinema Strikes Back

Cinematical

Daily Plastic

Fandor

Ferdy On Films

House Next Door, The

If Charlie Parker Were A Gunslinger...

KQED

MUBI

Twitch

VCinema

WELL, The

TEAM EFFORTS

Critical Culture (Pacze Moj)

Daily@IFC (David Hudson)

Errata (Rob Davis)

Film of the Year (Thom Ryan)

Framing Device (J. Robert Parks)

Globality Steve Lawson)

Long Pauses (Darren Hughes)

BLOGS ON THE NOD (BUT STILL WORTH
READING)

Charles McGraw: Biography Of A Film
Noir Tough Guy
Cinemachismo (SF360)
The Movie Lovers' Club

BOOK REVIEWS

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cowboys
http://greenbriarpictureshows.blogspot.com/
http://illusionstreetcar.blogspot.com/
http://invisiblecinema.typepad.com/invisible_cinema/
http://www.davekehr.com/
http://landscapesuicide.blogspot.com/
http://oggsmoggs.blogspot.com/
http://lilokpelikula.wordpress.com/
http://listeningear.blogspot.com/
http://melbfilmblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.xanga.com/Alanrode
http://pelikula.blogspot.com/
http://richardjgibson.blogspot.com/
http://movies.msn.com/the-rundown/
http://likhna.blogspot.com/
http://www.selfstyledsiren.blogspot.com/
http://www.sergioleoneifr.blogspot.com/
http://somecamerunning.typepad.com/some_came_running/
http://www.filmref.com/index.html
http://tobymiller.org/indexa.html
http://brightlightsfilm.blogspot.com/
http://www.cinemastrikesback.com/
http://www.cinematical.com/
http://www.dailyplastic.com/
http://www.fandor.com/
http://www.ferdyonfilms.com/
http://www.slantmagazine.com/house/
http://tsutpen.blogspot.com/
http://www.kqed.org/arts/
http://mubi.com/notebook/posts
http://www.twitchfilm.net/
http://www.vcinemashow.com/
http://www.thewell.com/
http://criticalculture.blogspot.com/?zx=90120b769b5d3a33
http://www.ifc.com/blogs/thedaily/
http://www.erratamag.com/
http://filmyear.typepad.com/blog/
http://framingdevice.org/
http://www.globality.org/index.htm
http://www.longpauses.com/
http://theeveningclass.blogspot.com/2008/01/noir-city-6-charles-mcgraw-biography-of.html
http://www.sf360.org/page/7220
http://theeveningclass.blogspot.com/2007/04/cathleen-rountreethe-movie-lovers-club.html


Guillén: One of the taglines for Soda Springs is: "Coming home is easy. It's staying that's the
hard part." I've taken that tagline as an overarching comment on the state of film culture and
filmmaking within Idaho, perhaps because I still feel very much an outsider. Though I was
born in Nampa and raised in Twin, I left shortly after high school and have spent most of my
adult life in San Francisco. So my perception of film and festival culture is fairly urban and
international, even though I'm observing Idaho's film scene and its regional aesthetics with
considerable interest and curiosity. Your career exemplifies what I consider the ongoing
conundrum in Idaho with regard to film talent. To achieve opportunity, you had to leave
Idaho?

Pickett: You're exactly right. I did have to leave Idaho, but
going back to make a film in Idaho reminded me that I've
always had a fondness for Idaho. I love the state and am
proud to be from the state. My producing partner for Soda
Springs, Gary Hollie, felt the same way. He's also from
Idaho. We both dreamed of going back there to shoot a
film; but, there's not a lot of film production in Idaho, so it
was difficult. There's not a lot of incentive. I don't know all
the ins and outs—we were a lean production and weren't
looking for a lot of incentives or anything—our plan was to
film in Idaho just because we wanted to go back.

But to respond to your question, you have to sometimes go
away and learn. Even though I know the film industry is
spreading out across the country, there's still so much
going on in L.A. and it's where you can learn. You're around

a lot of other talented people. Then you can take what you've learned and go back "home" and
spread what you've learned around.

Guillén: Did you always have in mind that this script for this story was going to be set in
Idaho? Did you always intend to return to Idaho to make your first feature?

Pickett: Yeah, that was always our primary objective: we wanted to go back. As I said, I love Idaho.
It's a beautiful state. I have so much family there that I could call on for favors—which I did—and not
just family but friends came out of the wood work. We were overwhelmed by the generosity of the
people of Idaho and it truly was the experience of a lifetime, Michael. There will never be another
experience like making your first film. There were so many synchronicities and happy accidents that
happened along the way and I think that good vibe, that good energy, shows up in the movie.
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We used folks from both places. We brought people from L.A. and they worked so well with the
people we found in Idaho. Steve Fulton, the talented musician who scored our film, went to high
school with me and my producing partner Garry Hollie. We wanted to involve people who we knew
from our past. Our cinematographer Jeff Smith—who did such a great job—he's from Pocatello and
went to Boise State, even though I didn't know him in Idaho; I met him here in L.A. He was the
perfect choice to take back with us.

Guillén: I like how you talk about the generosity of the people from Idaho in contrast to the
state, perhaps, not having the financial incentives in place that most filmmakers would seek
out in trying to make a film there. You're not the first person to mention how important a role
this generosity has played in making a low-budget film in Idaho. This generosity is one of the
main calling cards the state has to draw in production. Can you talk a bit about how you
coordinated that production? Did you go through the Idaho Film Office to find local talent?
Or was it more through word of mouth and personal contacts?

Pickett: It was a little of both. We worked with Peg Owens and she helped point us in the right
direction in a number of different ways. She helped us find Catrine McGregor, who used to be an
L.A.-based casting director and then she moved up to Idaho. She casts a lot of people out of Salt
Lake and Boise. She helped us find a lot of talent. And then it was just word of mouth. We'd meet
somebody and then we'd hear about somebody else through them and follow up on it. There wasn't
any one way that we went about coordinating everything; there were actually a lot of ways that we
found people.

It's not only the generosity of the people of Idaho; it's their friendly nature. Idaho is a friendly part of
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the country. Yes, Idahoans were generous but they're just good people. That's why Garry and I went
back, because we knew that. We knew that people there would bend over backwards. There's also
—I don't want to call it naïvete—but, a kind of innocence to the people of Idaho. They haven't had a
ton of movies shot around there so it's new and refreshing to them. If they were in a place where
people were bothering them all the time to make movies in this location or that location, it might be
different; but, right now, it's still new, they don't get a lot of that, so everyone was willing to help. But
it even went beyond that. It went from us asking, "Can you help us out?" to their asking, "What can
we do to help you?"

Guillén: As someone who watches probably one too many American independents, I was
genuinely impressed with the professional quality of your film, especially the performances.
As I mentioned to you earlier in email, I didn't detect one false note among the film's
ensemble. So let's talk a bit about the casting. You mentioned that Catrine McGregor helped
you secure local talent but how did you secure some of your bigger names?

Pickett: Oh my goodness, I could go on about some of the casting because almost every cast
member has a separate story; but, I'll start with the local people. Catrine helped us find David
Stevens who played my best friend Jake. Dave came out of Salt Lake, though he does a lot of work
in L.A. I thought he did a great job of adding a little lightness to the movie and humor in places
where it was needed. Catrine also helped us find Duane Stephens, who plays the Sheriff. Both of
those guys are so professional and believable. That's what we were looking for: we just wanted
honest people with honest performances. We set out to make an honest, straightforward, and
heartfelt movie. We weren't trying to trick anybody or do anything too clever. We just wanted to tell a
heartfelt story and those two guys fit into the cast.

Choosing the right director was key. I knew we had to work
within a certain budget and I had worked with Mike Feifer
on a number of smaller films and was starting to get to
know him. I knew that—if nothing else—if we got Mike
Feifer as the director, he has a certain eye and would help
us cast and help us bring the movie in on time and on
budget. He was invaluable to the production. He loved the
script, he loved the whole idea, and he truly loved Idaho.
He gelled with everything. He was the perfect choice. Mike
has done a lot of really good films, but I think Soda
Springs is the best film he's ever done and I don't think he
would disagree with that.

I mention Mike because he knew Michael Bowen from
working with him on another movie. Michael played Larry,
the bad guy. We had other guys in mind; but, again, they
wouldn't have worked. Dean Cain had agreed to do it, but he didn't want to be that mean. I thought,
"Well, we have to find somebody who's okay with being bad." As a character, Larry has some
redeeming qualities but all in all he's the antagonist. Mike came up with the idea of casting Michael
Bowen and Bowen was like, "Beautiful. Perfect." He fell right in. It's not like we went out casting for
all kinds of people; we found people.

Michael also worked with Patty McCormack, who played my Mom, and I thought, "My goodness, this
woman is incredible!" So we hired her. We didn't have an actress for the role of Shelly and there
were a number of people we were considering because we wanted to get someone with a name for
that role. I remember driving my truck from L.A. to Idaho while on the phone with Garry and Mike
and agents. Whenever I had service, we were trying to cast this role because we were going to start
shooting in two or three days. Before finally reaching Idaho, we had decided on Victoria Pratt. She
couldn't have been better. We went off of her demo reel and what people said about her and then
she showed up on set and she was so great and gracious and fun. Things just fell into place.
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Then there's the story of Tom Skerritt. We didn't get Tom Skerritt until almost a year later. We shot
our entire movie without Tom Skerritt. Between you and me, you know the secrets of how people
make films. We knew we needed somebody with a name playing that character. By sheer
persistence and not giving up and dealing with agents and managers and on and on and on, we
were finally able to land Tom Skerritt, which was one of the best things that happened to our movie.

Guillén: Skerritt's performance is the true broken heart of Soda Springs. It's one of the best
things I've seen him do in a long time. He's always been one of my favorite performers, as far
back as his TV work in the '60s and the '70s and then, of course, as Dallas in Alien (1979), but
I hadn't seen him in a while and to see him come forth with such a heartbreaking portrayal
was welcome.

Pickett: Yeah, he showed up and delivered.

Guillén: Another veteran actor who you had on hand was Henry Darrow as El Quijano. There
are some poetic flourishes in Soda Springs I'd like to address and the character of El Quijano
is one of them. He's a mysterious figure. At times I wasn't even sure if he was flesh and blood
or whether he was just a guiding spirit.

Pickett: Michael, God bless you because that's exactly what I wanted him to be. When you say
"guiding spirit", you totally get it. I wanted to leave this up to the audience's imagination. What is this
guy? Is he real? Is he a spirit? Is he long past? In the movie we suggested he might be a relative of
Sonya (Hollis Welsh) but the audience still doesn't know if he's alive or dead or if she even knows
he's around. I wanted each individual audience member to come up with their own idea of who he
could be.

Guillén: The ambiguity around El Quijano is one of the film's poetic flourishes. As I thought
about it, the membrane between the corporeal and the incorporeal kept thinning. According
to the continuity of the narrative, El Quijano not only interacts with Eden but also (off
camera) with Jake. He's entrusted Eden's father's guitar to Jake to hand back to Eden. As a
guiding spirit, he then became not only a guiding spirit to Eden but, in a way, to Jake as well.
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Or rather, one could say he became a guiding spirit to the narrative.

Pickett: Right!

Guillén: I think why that further touched me is because it speaks to the nature of Eden's
friendship with Jake. Why I enjoyed David Stevens' portrayal was because he reminded me of
my childhood friends from Idaho who are still my friends, some 50 years later. Jake is an
almost archetypal friend who exemplifies the kind of people I've had the good fortune to meet
in Idaho. In my own personal mythology, the friends I made as a child in Idaho have remained
my friends throughout my life, whereas so many others have come and gone. There is a
constancy to their spirit, which again speaks to that guiding ethos within El Quijano.

Which leads me to the film's overarching (and classic) theme of atonement, of the
relationships between fathers and sons, of mentorship, and of Eden's particular sacrifice for
Sonya, which is revealed late in the narrative. Why was this theme of atonement important for
you to express?

Pickett: Y'know, I'm not even exactly sure, Michael. The
script has, of course, evolved into something almost
completely different than how it started out; but, even in
early versions of the script, I wanted an element of
atonement and forgiveness. That was essential to what I
wanted to say and get across. I also wanted to suggest that
—with regard to fathers and sons—everything doesn't have
to be passed down the line. Somebody along the way can
make a change.

Guillén: Sons need not necessarily inherit the sins and
the sorrows of their fathers?

Pickett: That's right. Somebody along the way can break
the chain so that things don't have to remain the same. By
breaking the chain you change things not only for the future

but even into the past.

Guillén: The past is never finished. The past influences the present, the future, and doubles
back to influence itself. Why these themes interest me is, perhaps, because I was a student
of the mythologist Joseph Campbell who often spoke of atonement ("at-one-ment") and who
told me many stories about atonement, which were frequently about sons coming to terms
with their fathers, or becoming one with their fathers. I remembered those stories while
watching Soda Springs.
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Another poetic flourish that caught my eye
watching Soda Springs was during the sequence
where Eden finds the photograph of himself as a
child with his father. It looked like a baseball photo
and instantly reminded me of the photograph you
have up on Facebook of you and your son Tyler,
also at a baseball game.

Pickett: That's funny. I'm sure people do recognize
that. We photoshopped that Facebook photo with Tom
Skerritt.

Guillén: So it actually is that photo from
Facebook?

Pickett: Yeah.

Guillén: Ah.

Pickett: Again, Soda Springs was my own movie, Michael. I brought Tyler to Idaho on the day we
were shooting the baseball stuff and he was too little. He didn't want to sit in the stands long enough
so I could get a shot of him in the movie so I thought, "You know what? I want my son in the movie
somewhere." Especially because of the themes we're dealing with in the movie. That was my way of
getting his little mug into the picture. I took a little license and put him in there. I'm okay with it.

Guillén: It's a beautiful gesture. I'm interested in why you decided to go direct to DVD? If I'm
not mistaken, you did have a premiere screening at Boise's Egyptian Theater this past
summer?

Pickett: Yes, we did.

Guillén: I was out of town at that time but would have enjoyed attending that screening. But
other than for that screening at the Egyptian and a few festival screenings, you've decided to
skirt theatrical and go directly to DVD distribution.

Pickett: First of all, a couple of things. Yeah, I would have loved for you to have been at the Egyptian
because it was truly an amazing experience. We filled the theater and the audience absolutely loved
the film.

Michael, not everyone gets the themes in the way that you get them. I'm also a fan of Joseph
Campbell and have read his books on the hero's journey. In my own unique way, I wanted to follow
that structure; but, not everyone gets that. We weren't able to muster up enough of a buzz to justify
a theatrical release unless we self-distributed, did it ourselves and took the film around to different
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theaters. We weren't up for that.

Guillén: That's hard work.

Pickett: It's a lot of work. We put a lot of money and time into getting the film this far. I'm just hoping
that with people like you who see the depth of this story—because there is more depth to this story
than meets the eye—maybe we can create a kind of grass roots buzz and by word of mouth do well
with DVD sales and on cable. We'll be on movies on demand also.

Guillén: IMDb lists two new projects you've just completed. You have a direct-to-video
release from 2009 called The Real Deal and another project with Soda Springs director
Michael Feifer called Unstable (2012). Can you speak a bit about those?

Pickett: The Real Deal was an educational feature film from Loyola Productions that they turned into
a whole series of workshops and classes. I think it's a movie they use in-house and I'm not even
sure if it will ever be available. I finished Unstable a few months ago with Ashley Scott and Ivan
Sergei. I had a nice role in there, played a good guy, played the guy who ends up with the girl in the
end. I really liked the script. I haven't seen the movie yet; but, I was happy with what I saw in the
days that I was there. So we'll see what that one does too.

Guillén: In terms of your own writing and producing, you've started with Soda Springs but
what can we hope to see from you in the future?

Pickett: I have a few different things in the air and we'll see what sticks. From another film festival,
I'm working on a script with a guy out of Kentucky who loved Soda Springs so much that he
showed me a script he was working on about an ex-rodeo rider who's down on his luck but gets a
second chance through horses. I'm also working on another script about bull riding, which is kind of
like Rocky meets 8 Seconds meets The Rookie. And then I got a nice Christmas story from
another guy, so we'll just see. I'm trying to find the next logical project that makes the most sense.

Guillén: Well, Jay, once again I'm sorry I don't get to meet you in Sun Valley. Have a
wonderful festival experience there.

Pickett: You've been so kind and gracious, Michael. It makes me feel good when somebody gets
what we tried to do. It warms my heart like I cannot tell you.

Guillén: I appreciate that, Jay. Thanks again for your time today.
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Of related interest: Jay Pickett's IMDb Demo reel. For
those unable to attend the SVFF screening, the DVD
for Soda Springs is available for pre-order on Amazon.
The release date is March 27. It will also be available
on Movies on Demand March 27 and in Wallmart stores
this May.

04/21/12 Update: Soda Springs won Audience
Favorite at the recent Sun Valley Film Festival.
Here is Dan Delago's Examiner interview with
Victoria Pratt. Also Soda Springs will screen at
the opening night of the 2nd annual Idaho
Cineposium, sponsored by the Idaho Film Office
in association with kNIFVES (Northwest
Independent Film Video Entertainment Society).
Jay Pickett and executive producer Gary Hollie
will kick off the event at Silverwood Theme

Park's theater. The conference continues Saturday at the Coeur d'Alene Inn with great
keynote speakers, panel discussions, and time to network with speakers and industry
peers.
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Jamer said...

Hi Michael ~

A wonderful and insightful post on Soda Springs! As Jay points out, you really get
it, and we are happy to hear your affirming thoughts on the film. We look forward
to many more people having the opportunity to see Soda Springs and judge for
themselves.

Regards,

Jamer

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 12:27:00 AM PDT

Michael Guillen said...

Jamer, thanks for your comment. It was my pleasure to help promote the film. As
Executive Producer4 on Soda Springs, you should be quite proud of yourself.
Please keep me posted as to how the film does out in the world.

Thursday, March 15, 2012 at 9:16:00 AM PDT
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Shanghai
Peter Bogdanovich & Cybill Shepherd /
The Last Picture Show
Alice Braga / Lower City
Peter & Benjamin Bratt / La Mission
Catherine Breillat / The Last Mistress
Kevin Brownlow / The Strong Man
Eric Byler & Shawn Wong /
AMERICANese
John Canemaker on Winsor McCay
Harry Carey, Jr. & Joseph McBride /
Bucking Broadway
Park Chan-wook / Thirst
Melissa Chittick
Diablo Cody / Jennifer's Body
Don Coscarelli & Angus Scrimm /
Incident On & Off A Mountain Road
Phil Cousineau / Wordcatcher
Emanuele Crialese / Golden Door
Josh Crook / La Soga
Rolf de Heer / Ten Canoes
Guillermo Del Toro / Pan's Labyrinth
Arnaud Desplechin / A Christmas Tale
Xavier Dolan, Anne Dorval, Patricia
Tulasne & François Arnaud / I Killed My
Mother
Lee Chang Dong / Secret Sunshine
Nathaniel Dorsky
Nathaniel Dorsky (on the Disposable &
the Discontinuous)
Illeana Douglas & Casey LaLonde / A
Woman's Face
Stefan Drössler / Lola Montès
Alonso Duralde & Jenni Olson / Have
Yourself A Movie Little Christmas
James Ellroy / Noir City 6: Dalton
Trumbo
Jon Favreau (Cowboys & Aliens)
Jesse Hawthorne Ficks / Big Trouble In
Little China
Stephen Frears / The Queen
Richard Gale / The Horribly Slow
Murderer With the Inefficient Weapon
Patrick Galloway on Asia Shock /
Codys
Alex Gibney / Gonzo
Barry Gifford / Dark Passage
Ken Goldberg / The Tribe
Jake Gyllenhaal, Jerry Bruckheimer,
Mike Newell & Jordan Mechner / Prince
of Persia: The Sands of Time
Amor Hakkar / The Yellow House
Jackie Earle Haley, Katie Cassidy, Kyle
Gallner, Rooney Mara, & Thomas
Dekker / A Nightmare On Elm Street
Ray Harryhausen, Phil Tippett, Craig
Baron, Arnold Kunert / The 7th Voyage
of Sinbad
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Dennis Harvey, Jonathan Curiel, Mary
Pols & Gerald Peary / A Critical Moment
Jack Hill / Spider Baby & Pit Stop
Dan Hodges / The Unfaithful
Hong Sang-soo / The Virgin Stripped
Bare By Her Bachelors
Anjelica & Danny Huston / The
Treasure of the Sierra Madre
Marc Huestis & Eddie Muller / Mildred
Pierce
Alejandro González Iñárritu / Babel
Kang Je-gyu / Tae Guk Gi: The
Brotherhood of War
Bong Joon-Ho / The Host
Jeffrey Katzenberg / Monsters vs.
Aliens
Matthew Kennedy / Blonde Crazy
Rory Kennedy & Mark Danner / Ghosts
of Abu Ghraib
So Yong Kim & Jiseon Kim / In Between
Days
Jason Kohn / Manda Bala
Hirokazu Kore-eda / Hana
Mick LaSalle / The Student Prince In
Old Heidelberg
Justin Lin / Finishing the Game
Jonathan Lisecki / Woman In Burka
Claudia Llosa / The Milk of Sorrow
Phillip Lopate on American Film
Criticism / Codys
Phillip Lopate on American Film
Criticism / PFA
Phillip Lopate / Wife! Be Like A Rose
David Lynch / Inland Empire
Guy Maddin / The Unknown
Adriana Maggs & Shawn Doyle / Grown
Up Movie Star
Lucrecia Martel / La Ciénaga
Lucrecia Martel & B. Ruby Rich / The
Headless Woman
Mike Mashon / The Flying Ace
Joseph McBride / The Iron Horse
Amanda Michelli / La Corona
Tsai Ming-Liang / I Don't Want To Sleep
Alone
Hayao Miyazaki / Ponyo (GhibliWorld)
Juanita Moore & Susan Kohner /
Imitation of Life
Eddie Muller / Underworld
Eddie Muller & Ann Blyth / Mildred
Pierce, Pt. 1
Eddie Muller & Ann Blyth / Mildred
Pierce, Pt. 2
Eddie Muller, Paula Félix-Didier &
Fernando Martín Peña / Metropolis
Eddie Muller & Marc Huestis / Mildred
Pierce
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Rupert Murray / Unknown White Male
Steven Okazaki / White Light, Black
Rain
Robert Osborne / Camille
Jafar Panahi / Offside
Annabel Park & Eric Byler / 9500
Liberty
Lourdes Portillo & John Anderson / Al
Más Allá
James Quandt / In the Realm of Oshima
August Ragone on Eiji Tusuburaya /
Mothra & Battle In Outer Space
Luise Rainer / The Good Earth
Robert Redford / Lions For Lambs
Robert Redford & Phil Bronstein /
Butch Cassidy & The Sundance Kid
Carlos Reygadas / Battle In Heaven
Carlos Reygadas / Japon
Carlos Reygadas / Silent Light Pt. One
Carlos Reygadas / Silent Light Pt. Two
B. Ruby Rich / Brokeback Mountain
B. Ruby Rich, John Anderson, & David
D'Arcy / A Critical Moment (The
Auteurs)
Ritu Sarin & Tenzing Sonam / The Sun
Behind the Clouds
Marjane Satrapi / Persepolis
Steve Seid & Eddie Muller / David
Goodis Retrospective: Nightfall
Steve Seid & Eddie Muller / David
Goodis Retrospective: The Burglar
David Shepard / Bardelys the
Magnificent
David Slade & Ellen Page / Hard Candy
Glenn D. "Pete" Smith, Jr. / Yoo Hoo,
Mrs. Goldberg
Patti Smith & Steven Sebring / Patti
Smith: Dream Of Life
Juan Solanas & Aymara Rovera /
Northeast
Milos Stehlik / Reenactment
Scott Stewart, Paul Bettany, Cam
Gigandet, Lily Collins, & Hyung Min-
woo (Priest)
Tilda Swinton, Terry Zwigoff, Erroll
Morris, Jason Reitman, & Philip
Kaufman / Roger Ebert Tribute
Quentin Tarantino / Inglourious
Basterds
David Thomson on Nicole Kidman
David Thomson / Some Like It Hot Pt. 1
David Thomson / Some Like It Hot Pt. 2
Laura Truffaut / The 400 Blows
Laura Truffaut / The Wild Child
Douglas Trumbull & Ben Mankiewicz /
2001: A Space Odyssey
Tom Tykwer / Perfume
Ekachai Uekrongtham, Asanee Suwan
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& Nong Toom / Beautiful Boxer
Roar Uthaug / Cold Prey
Felix Van Groeningen / The
Misfortunates
Gus Van Sant / Paranoid Park
Jeffrey Vance / The Gaucho
Agnès Varda / Les Plages d'Agnès
Mark Cotta Vaz / Chang
Francis Veber / The Valet
Steve Vertlieb / Onstage Tribute to
Miklós Rózsa
Eli Wallach / The Good, The Bad & The
Ugly
John Waters / Midnight Mass 10-Year
Anniversary
Mike White / Shoot the Piano Player
Mike White / The Year Of the Dog
Luke Woodward / Enough Man
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