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Exciting news from Jeffry VanDavis, who lives in Germany, and who optioned my short play Fourth Quarter Pick-Up. Jeff’s film, All My Tomorrows won Best Director and Best Female Actor awards at the  MegaFest Film Festival in Las Vegas, a gigantic festival. He also received three nominations at the Hollywood Dreams International Film Festival - for Best Director, Best Actress and Best Foreign Film.  He just received notification that he won the Best Director award and his actress, Marisa Roman, won runner-up for Best Actress at the Dreams International Festival. 
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So excited to have the revised JoJo Mama and the Voodoo Queen as a finalist at the Lonely Seal Film and Music Festival outside of Boston in early October. The screenplay incorporates segments from the trilogy into the play and after many, many edits and rewriting to eliminate the over the top dialect, I think it works. Judy is proofing the revised stage play version as we speak? I mean write.
Fourth Quarter Pick-Up premiers as a short stage play, well not on a short stage but you get the meaning. The world-wide premier is at the Stranz Theater during the Tampa Bay Theatre Festival this coming Sunday, September 1st. The play will be directed by Pete Clapsis, a well-known actor/director in the Tampa Bay Area. Thank you, Pete and Owen, and the cast whom I have yet to meet, for launching the play. 
Status of the novel that metamorphosized into a screenplay. Thanks to actors and friends, I was able to listen to the first reading of my new historical screenplay. It was great to hear the words and the characters as they came to life. I made several notes and received some very, very positive feedback as well as some good thoughts on how to make it an even better screenplay. It has been an exhaustive ten days with over 300 pages of editing by me and then another 100 pages by my wonderful proofreader, Judy Light, and then another 100 pages of editing to incorporate Judy’s proofing.
Thanks so much for reading this.
This mission of this blog is to keep people informed who are interested in my work or are judges on submission panels. It is hard to keep a blog current. It often feels awkward to me because it’s like like the kid who wants to show off his new pair of Keds. But, all the experts from the Dramatist Guild and various Film Festivals strongly endorse social media, including web pages. 
Here’s the latest news: 
Congratulations to Chris Paul Hayes for being appointed as the new Executive Editor of the Apalachee Review (AR), the award-winning literary journal nurtured and edited by Michael Trammell under the loving direction of MJ Ryals. The AR is a quality journal with a stellar reputation. 
The Atlanta Comedy Film Festival ended Tuesday after a weekend of films and screenplays. Mikel Fair is the creator of this terrific environment that features talent from all over the world. I was invited to attend but, unfortunately, I was roaring through Chicago, Indiana, Tampa and then to a high school reunion. Seven different beds in eleven days and just now, I’m catching up. Mikel also created the quality Portland Comedy Film Festival and another comedy festival in Houston.
The visit to Tampa was one of the highlights of my recent journey because I had a chance to talk with Owen Robertson, Director of The Lab Theatre Project and to see three short plays, including his delightful play, At the Light Post. Two other plays, David Mamet’s An Interview and Dough Wright’s Baby Talk were also performed by excellent actors. The plays were directed by Caroline Jett, who is Artistic Director of The Lab. It is important to mention The Lab is one of the very few theatres in the southeast where playwrights can develop work and receive professional and audience feed-back. The three plays were part of a fund raiser. The venue, Stageworks, is a terrific theatre in the heart of an exciting part of downtown Tampa. Owen has graciously offered to help with the cast for my short play, 4th Quarter Pick-Up premiering at the Tampa Bay Theatre Festival, Sunday, September 1st.
More exciting news for 4th Quarter Pick-Up: Jeff VanDavis requested an option to film the short comedy within the next twelve months. Jeff has an excellent film, All My Tomorrows, currently receiving awards and praise from various film festivals. Jeff has many films to his credit including a documentary featuring Norman Mailer. 
Chicago, Northfield, was also important from a creative development standpoint because I had a chance to share the treatment for the Doo Dahs (Da Doo Wah’s) with my old friend whose late husband (Jerry Huyler) wanted me to write the book for this exciting creation.  It is too early to go into detail now, but the treatment will hopefully metamorphize into a series and carry the concept to another dimension.  More on that as it progresses. 
What is in the pipeline now? Twenty-years ago I wrote my first novel and to say it was several notches below bad is an understatement. I didn’t know what I was doing. I had never tried writing a novel before, had never taken a creative writing class and the result, although informative because it was a historical novel, begged me to put it away. It was the time when the Last Frontier Theatre Festival invited me to attend with my play, The JoJo Mama and the Voodoo Queen. I was so mesmerized by the world of theatre that the novel and all the research was stored in a crate. The one good thing about the experience was that I used my old marketing research skills during the homework process in three towns/cities, searching through many ancient newspapers. Two books touching on the subject were written since my effort but, in my humble and biased opinion, one of the books is based upon supposition and seems a tad biased because the writer’s family was from the area. I have been working on a screenplay version of the novel and am very excited about the project. I hope to have a reading in the next couple of weeks for editing purposes. It is a mystery and if my hunch plays out, it may create some nice energy. More on that later.
Take care.
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