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BIO

Gary Robinson is a seasoned writer, filmmaker and digital photographic artist of Choctaw and Cherokee Indian descent with experience in many aspects of television production, research and script writing, as well as fiction and non-fiction publication. 

Much of his work has been about or on behalf of American Indian tribes, organizations and businesses, creating documentaries, informational video programs and educational materials on the histories, cultures and contemporary issues of indigenous peoples. 


His historical article “The Historic Road That Never Was” was published in the Fall 2017 issue of News from Native California, and earlier that year he completed production of the historical documentary The Historical Hoax That Created a Saint, which dispels the many myths about California’s missions, the padres and their true impact on California Natives. The shorter classroom version is Telling the Truth About California Missions. 

In 2016, Robinson wrote and published Lands of our Ancestors, an historical novel featuring a 12-year-old Chumash boy and his family who encounter the Spanish soldiers and priests around 200 years ago. They become captives of a mission as did tens of thousands of other California Natives. This book was approved by the Chumash Culture Department and the tribe’s Elders Committee. Also, it was tested in the classroom and endorsed by a librarian of the Santa Barbara Library System. 


In 2015, Robinson’s short animated film We Are All Related won Best Animation at the 40th annual American Indian Film Festival in San Francisco. This is being adapted for a children’s comic book, along with a mystery story that will become a graphic novel.

In 2014, he was the Co-Producer of a one-hour PBS documentary titled Healing the Warrior’s Heart, which examines ways traditional Native American warrior spirituality is being used to heal all veterans suffering from PTSD. This production was broadcast in 2015. 


Also in 2014, his educational DVD/book package The Language of Victory was updated and re-released. The project reveals little known details of American Indian soldiers who used their native languages to send secret U.S. military messages during two World Wars that were never deciphered by enemy forces and helped win American victories. 

Over the years, he has written, produced, directed, shot and/or edited more than 100 video/television programs for and about American Indian people and published fourteen books. He earned B.A. and M.A. degrees in Film Production from the University of Texas. 
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WRITING CREDITS & EXPERIENCE
Art of Darkness (graphic novel) - Native American artists and art collectors are being murdered in Santa Fe, NM, and the deranged killer, who calls himself the Coyote, leaves a twisted trail of clues for local police who are being aided by Apache Private Eye Johnny Geronimo. Due for publication by Native Realities Press in 2018.

We Are All Related (children’s comic) - Tells the story of a Choctaw boy named Sonny who goes on a fishing trip with his Grandpa and learns lessons about his special place in a great big world. To be published by Native Realities Press in 2018.
“The Historic Road That Never Was” – Relying on in-depth historical research, this extensive piece examines and dispels the myth of California’s El Camino Real. News from Native California, Fall 2017. 
Lands of Our Ancestors (historical novel for 4th, 5th and 6th graders) - This short work conveys what it might have been like for a Chumash boy and his family when they became captives in one of California’s missions. Released October, 2016.
Powerful Medicine (mystery novel) - An Apache Indian private investigator in Santa Fe, New Mexico, must help return stolen sacred artifacts to a neighboring tribe. 2015. 

Tribal Journey, Thunder on the Plains, Little Brother of War, Son Who Returns, Abnormal, Paranormal and Supranormal (seven teen novels) – First-ever fictional book series featuring Native American teen characters and situations. Native Voices Books. Published 2013-2015.
The Language of Victory (non-fiction book) – Revealing new details about the 30 Native American languages used as military codes in two World Wars. 2014.
Native American Twelve Days of Christmas (children’s book) – A Native American version of the classic Christmas song. 2011, Clearlight Publishing, Santa Fe.
Honoring the Warriors from Pala (non-fiction book) – Writer/Editor; Created to bring honor and recognition to American Indian veterans from the Pala Reservation; Produced on behalf of the Pala Tribal Council. 2009-2010
Native American Night Before Christmas (children’s book) – Creator/Author; adaptation of the classic Christmas story; 2010; Clearlight Publishing of Santa Fe, NM.
“Driving the Chumash Highway” – Historical article with photos published in the California Indian Cultural Center and Museum’s quarterly publication The California Indian, Summer 2008, Vol. 7 Issue 2. 

Maria’s Legacy – Writer; documentary on the revitalization of the Samala Chumash Indian language in the Santa Ynez tribal community. Commissioned by the Chumash Elders Committee, Spring, 2009.
Those Who Defend Us: Honoring Chumash Veterans and Active Duty Soldiers (non-fiction book) – Writer/Editor. Produced for the Chumash Elders Council; 2009. 

From Warriors to Soldiers (non-fiction book) - A history of American Indian service in the U.S. military from the Revolutionary War to modern times. 2008.

Tribal Sovereignty: The Right to Self-Rule – Educational booklet for high school and college students; also community groups. Tribal Eye Productions. 2007.

2005-Present – Independent Writer/Video Producer. Wrote and produced multiple Native American educational, informational and documentary video projects including a series of training programs for tribal transportation staff for the Bureau of Indian Affairs NW Region, Portland, OR. 
2003-2005 – Public & Community Relations, Chumash Casino and Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians; Santa Ynez, CA.

2001-2002 – Communications Specialist for the educational Camus Institute, operated by the Kalispel Tribe, Spokane, WA.

PRODUCTION CREDITS
The Historical Hoax That Created a Saint – This half-hour historical documentary reveals the truth about Junipero Serra and the California Missions

Buried History: Chumash Ancestors Buried at Mission Santa Ines – This short film documents the Ground Penetrating Radar scan of the burial grounds and reveals the locations of 1700 Chumash people lying under ground in mass unmarked graves. Commissioned by the Chumash Elders Committee, 2017.
The American Indian Veteran (music video) - Producer/Editor; Based on a song composed by songwriter Jimmy Ray Sells, this piece honors Native Veterans and raises awareness about the memorial to be built in the Riverside National Cemetery. 2017.
We Are All Related (short animation) - Writer/Producer/Director/Editor; Tells the story of a Choctaw boy named Sonny who takes a walk in the woods with his Grandpa and learns about his special place in a great big world. Best Animation, AIF Festival 2015.
Reservation Roads: A Colville Success Story - Intended for viewing by tribal members, this 20-minute video features transportation issues and how the tribes’ Transportation Dept. has been addressing those. Produced in 2015.

Healing the Warrior’s Heart (PBS Documentary) - This one-hour piece examines traditional Native American warrior cultures to reveal successful healing strategies for American veterans suffering from PTSD.  Produced 2014. Broadcast in 2015.
Honoring Chumash Warriors Yesterday and Today – Producer/Director; documentary short featuring interviews with Chumash veterans. Produced for the Chumash Elders Council, 2012
Ancestral Languages Heard Again (DVD) – Producer/Director; the revitalization of California’s indigenous languages. Funded by Sycuan Institute. 2011.

The Language of Victory (educational DVD) – Producer/Director; revealing new details about the 20 native languages used as codes in two World Wars. 201l.
I Am the Warrior (Internet Video/DVD) - Writer; short film that portrays what it means for Native Americans to serve in the United States military. 3rd Place winner in a national Veterans Day short film competition. 2009.
Tribal Journeys of the Pacific Northwest – Producer/Director; fifteen-minute documentary on the annual tribal canoe gathering which celebrates the cultures of the coastal regions of Washington & western Canada. Selected to screen at a National Geographic Film Festival in Wash, DC. & at the U.N. May 2011.Completed 2009.
Native American Night Before Christmas (animated children’s film) – Creator/ Producer/Director; A Native American version of the classic Christmas song. 2006, distributed by Native American Public TV.
Pathways to Tomorrow/Tribal Pathways Video Series – Writer/Producer/Director /Camera/Editor; produced for, and distributed by, the Bureau of Indian Affairs NW Region Roads Program.  Winner: Best Industrial; American Indian Film Festival 2003, San Francisco. Series produced 2003-2010 
